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in the basilica of Faustus, under the presidency of the two primates (of Carthage and Numidia), on the ist of May. The letter of Zosimus seems to have relieved the strain of the situation, and they were content to formulate nine canons against the heresy, and forward these to the bishop of Rome that he might give them the additional weight of his acquiescence.
But it would be wrong to suppose that the defiance of the African bishops had of itself effected the conversion of the Roman see. Zosimus had announced his change of policy at the end of March. At the end of April Honorius issued a decree in which the weight of the imperial authority was cast on the side of the Augustinians. It seems unquestionable that Augustine and his colleagues had once more appealed to the secular power, in the failure of their rhetorical armament. The document is entitled a ' rescript/ and one ancient manuscript even says explicitly that it was a reply to the Carthaginian synod. Augustine apparently confirms this when he says to Julian the Pelagian, {if the reply had been given in your favour '; and in the following year, 419, Honorius sends a letter to Aurelius and Augustine (a remarkable